Local HistoryResearch: Stringybark CreekPart 1

Observant paddlers, when paddling downstream from the Footbridge might well have noticed a creek opening on
the left hand side. Those who have contributed to our Clean Up Australia Day activities might we#htaved up
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¢ and it has some stories to teficludingthe industrial mayhenthat took placefrom ~1913

18321900

The map below @drawn from various Parish Maps ex NSW Lands Deparfnséwtvs the area as it stood in thed

MYy nnQad aeNCREBhédi(&nE Rotary Athletics Field) are within the John Jones 25 Acre allotment at top
left.

Stringybark Creek and trseibject of ths researctwas part of a 1832 40 Acre Grant to Thomas Mapaad a series
of grants in that area around that time.
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The advertisement from SMH April 1865 suggests thé LANE COVE RIVER.
by that stagethe siteg I & 0 SAY I dzd SR [ yoopm s 40 ACRE GRANT, with extensive frontaze
2 FaKAYy3IQ y2 R2 dddowatedflawR fsoRrn to the river, a.nd having n never-fislling stream of fresh
i water passing through it.
Stringybark creek. This yru»porl was formerly occupied as 1 WOOL-
WASHING ESTABLISHMENT, for which, or any
It appears certaintte purchaser was Henry Whatmore other trade requiring a constant flow of water, it is ad-
. p X « = mirabiy adapted. .
gK2 Ay U0UKS mycnQa I OljdzA N Thew ncnhmm- (‘fmnge of 2 rooms, and a Waosdon House | dZR A
i of 2 rooms on the prope:t
the Moore_grant, and also those of John Jones, Girar A Jcrtion of the Tend b m}d it i sy and
and Ryan in the map above). orchard, now in bearing.
Sourcehttp://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/ i g T
l ICHARDSON and WRENCH have re-
ceived instructions to sell by public auction,
at the Roomas, Pitt-street, on THURSDAY, 13th April,
ut 11 o'clock.
The above described property on the
LANE COVE RIVER
Plan un_nen_nLlho_[anm



http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/13103974?searchTerm=mowbray%20%22lane%20cove%20river%22&searchLimits=l-state=New+South+Wales|||l-decade=186

The earliest specific evidence of Henry Whatmore in the region is a 28 May 1868 advertisement which references h
FRRNBaa la 2AfazyQa o{(iNAy3Ieol N8 /NBS{zZ [lFyS /@S
part of his property with the description being entirely consistent with the Thomas Moore farms. The pitch would
suggest attractiveness for industrial uses.

To Woolwashers, Tanners, &do LETor SELL, a To BE LET, a BLOCK OF LAND, about 40
Forty-acre Farm, within an easy distance of Sydney, acres, situate on the ha Cove River, with
approachable by land or water. On it are a substantia Cottage and any amount of fresh water; deep
stone cottage, outhouse, orchard, etc with an abundal water frontage suitable for any business

of fresh water, a creek running through the place. requiring plenty of water, six miles from North
H. WHATMORE, 30 Erskine stree Sydney. Shore Ferry. H. Whatmore, 22 Erskine Street.
SMH 28 Feb 1869 SMH 25 Mar 1876

InconvenientlyHenry Whatmore died in 1885 leaving his widow Sidney Brodie Whatmore to carry on his affairs

LY mMyyc [ 2L5Qa 222f 2FaKAYy3d 06l aadadzySR EwhiclSincladedkearly R0 4
damming of the creek (upstream from the site oéth Mr, Hor maid the previous speakers were
current dam more on which later probably not wwure that he was present at the
weeting, He was vot o speaker, and just now
Lo was uncertain whether he should feel like o
wolf umong tie lamhs, Some of the speakers
inagined he was going o kill all the inhabi-

The article below is a couple of extracts from a long arti
in the Daily Telegraph Sep 188&&source:

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspapel tunts, whilst others 1‘“0""&% he \;'oulc)l poison
= o AN 4 the fish, aud sowme desoribod woolwashing as

W OOL\VASI‘I”S(‘! AT LANE being worse than w bonemill, He could assure

' COVE, theean they were contirely wmistaken, Uunless
| thiey actually visited the sheds they would not
A public meeting of the residents of Hunter's- be aware of the esistence of the establish-
hill, Willoughby and Longueville was he'd in ments, T'he atench referred to arose from fell-
the Council-chambers, Hunter's-hill. on Tues- movgering, not from woulwashlnﬁ.' wod fell-
day, to consider the question of prohibiting Mr. mongering would nol form part of his business.

He had vislted woolscouring factories in Fny-
Jand and Scotland where thousands of people
were employed, and never heard of diseases

Fagar Hape from erecling s woolwashing
establishment at Wilson's Creek, on the Lane

Cove River. The Mayor (Mr. James Brown) couiracted from woolsconring, but there were
accupied the chair. About 100 persons were cnses where it occurred from the handling of
' albilas

Activity duringtheNB Y A Y RSNJ 2 F (1 KS w gthenttad noting theybgilding lofdhe &lifaid Lavé S I N.
Flour Mills at Duck Cornerand the building of the first Pipe Bridire1890.


https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/

1912¢ Cumberland Papdsoard Millsconstuction
' OGAQGAGE aSSya (2 KIF @S LI O S Rherdzwas a fuveyanislétddof thefowérK S m o
reaches of Stringybark Cregk anticipationit seemsof new industry. The map below shows the mouth of
Stringybark Creek (with Lane Cove River on the left)
- Note the creek mouth shows multiple channels and swagnaynd¢ whereas today there is just the single
straight channel marked by the blue arrow
- ¢KS 3IANBSYy akKl RSR I NsBriatio#lkiahd gwneidl ByShe @rown being BO@ftlinlatl®f
high tide
- The corresponding marked area not shaded green defcd WNB aOA &daAz2zy 2F GKS wmn

building wouldnow be permitted
T S

Source: Lane Cove Libramttps://www.aurorashore.com.au/Montage/Lanecove

Below we see ndfiication of the rescissiog andthe applicant Cumberland PapdBoard Mills..

(8466) : l;dnq.o:lth December, 1913.

APPLIOATION FOR PERMISSION TO PURCHASE AFTER RESOISSION OF RESERVATION.

NOTIGIhhmby that application has been made, under the 63rd clause of the Crown Lands Act of 1884, by the person
hereunder for the rescission of reservation of certain land particularised in the snnexed description, and permission to

the same. Any E-on feeling may, befors the expiration of four weeks from this date, lodge a caveat, ns provided for
the 65th clause of the Aot belore 3 such caveat must be accompanied by a deporit of £10,
. J.Lo Imm

'-I?:_‘- | Applicant. | Ares. Deseription. 'l:l-'h:w

Alp, r. p '
1919 16,117 | Cumberland Paper Board 1 838 | Parish of Willoughby, county of Cumberland, st Lane Cove| The Chairman, Local
S.P.19012-105| Mills Limited. River, Municipality of Lane Cove, being part of the 100| Land Board, Syd-
feet rescrvation above high-water mark within Thomas| ney.
Moore's grant of 40 acres, portion %7 ss shown on plan
catalogned Me, 3,874 Ry,

Source: Government Gazette of NSW Del:ZI:Shttps://trove.nIa.qo'v_'.éUInewspaper/articIe/



https://www.aurorashore.com.au/Montage/Lanecove/Maps.aspx?keyword=lane+cove&method=0&sort=2&refinements=&showall=true#prettyPhoto[opac2]/1/
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/221613392?searchTerm=%22cumberland%20paper%20mills%22

The image below is a 19pboto of Stringybark Creeefore Cumberland Paper Mit®nstruction commenced

Origind workers Cottage at left of shot. Looking downstre@and probably taken around the location of thiue
star on the map on mceding page)

¢KS Fyy2GFGA2y { 2ondirkaariibom gf hotbgiaph$ Honaded By iHelen Zayldr. The
photographs were attributed to her grandfather, Johnstone Tait. Johnstone worked for paper mill machinery
manufacturer Bertrams, EdinburghBertrams asked him to consult for the proposed ntand Paper Board Mill

at Stringy Bark Creek, Lane Cove West. The couple stayed in Australia permanently, with Johnstone working on pa
mill construction projects in Sydney, New Guinea, Burnie (Tasmania) among others. The land for the site was acqu
from the Whatmore family. Mrs Whatmore had raised and traded goats on thetland.

Note there are a series of images taken at the same Graeailablefrom the source link shown below.
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Source: Lane Cove Librafyttps://www.aurorashore.com.au/Montage/Lanecove/ R



https://www.aurorashore.com.au/Montage/Lanecove/Gallery.aspx?keyword=cumberland+paper&method=0&sort=1003&refinements=&showall=true#prettyPhoto

1912(a busy year!) also samnnouncemenin the presof
the commencement of construction of the Curarland Paper

CUMBERLAND PAPER BOARD |

Board Mills

Of particular interest here is the use of hydhatsluicingof
the lower reaches ofStringybarkQreek¢ creatinga clearly

defined channel (still visible to this day) asffiectively

reclaiming the marshy langlvident in the survey shown on

preceding pages.

And ako specific mention of the ne0,000,000 gallodam/

reservoir at the back othe mill

MILLS.

The second section of the Cumberland Paper
Board Mills, in Blue Gum Creek, at the head of
Lane Cove River, hag been planned, and the
work of construction has commenced. Me8srs.
Ross and Rowe, engineers and architects, who
are carrying out the work, are now, as A pre-
liminary step to providing access to the works,
dredging a canal from the Lane Cove, by the
novel method of hydraulie sluiclug. A power-
ful jet of salt water is being projected into the
soil, and the detritug lifted by means of cen-
trifugal pumps and deposited to form banks of
each side of the canal. In this manner a waler-
way hall a mile lons, 60ft. wide, and 10ft. deep
will be opened to the river, s0 that the com-
pany will have the advantages of water Car-
riage 1o its dours. The new mill will be built
of brick and steel. Its length is 324ft., and ex-
treme breadin 176ft., and it is partly two-
gioried. In th.s bullding will be accommodated
the heavy machinery for reducing the wood
pulp and waste fibre which constitute the raw
material of the industry to a soft mass before
It is converted into the finished article, A\
the back of the mill & reservoir lo hold
20,000,000 gallons is being formed for the pur-
poge of supplying the mills with water. On
lhe other side of the canal from the mill ts the
company's large storage shed, which has jusl
pecn completed, It measures J0Uft, by 100ft.

——

Sourcehttps://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/

1913 ¢ Cumberland Papddoard Mill<Openng

The factory had argnd opening in 19138

PAPER BOARDS MADE FROM USELESS
CLIPPINGS AND CUTTINGS

What happene to the tons of waste paper—
cuttings, clippings, .edges, ete.—which accomu-
late from week to week end from month to
month in the factories and warehouses of the
city and suburbs ? ) .

Until quite recently it was all burnt or con-
veved out to sea, and thrown overboard from
the barges engaged in disposing of the offal
and garbage of the metropolis. To-day, how-
ever, it iz put to a much better use. Geoerl-
cally, it is classified as “raw material"; that
Is. it is bought up in small guantities in the
city, transported up the harbor on barges, and
stored in a glgantic warehouse erected between
a deep cleft in a low range of hills dipping
rapidly intoe the shallowing reaches of the
Upper Lane Cove River.

The spot is picturesque in the extreme. Some-
what removed, perheps, from the modding eity
crowds.  Still, the situation iz fdeal from a
manufncturing polnt of view, Inaswuch as land
ig cheap. and fuel abundant, whilst there 1z an
abundant supply of fresh water, hizhly neces-

sary for the'f)roduction of paper.

.the Prime Minister (Mr, Joseph Cook), Sena-

L

The a2harcholders of the Cumberland Paper
Board Mills, Ltd., have spent an eacrmous sum
of money in installing here one of the finest
paper-making plants south of the Equator. The
openiug ceremony was officially celebrated
yesterday afteraoon. There was a large as-
semblage of people:representing all sections of
the comrmunity. The political guests included

tor Sir Albert Gould, and Messrs. J. B, West
and Edward Riley, M's.H.R,

After inspectinz the 2500 tons of raw material
collected from every quarter of the metropolis.
the Prime Minister turaed the steam into the
cylinders, and the massive steel engine re-
volved, first slowly, then rapidly, and starting
the mammoth macerators and cylinders which
convert the wastage of the city Into paper-
board of a very fine quality.

Afterwards, a aumber of toasts were drank,
that of “The Company' being proposed by the
Prime Minister, and replied to by Mr. Robert
Sands (thairman of Jdirectors).

The speeches bore no particular
siznificance. They dealt largely with
future of the company.

political
the

Source: Sunday Times October 19108p://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/



https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/238742476?searchTerm=%22cumberland%20paper%20mills%22
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/126311147?searchTerm=%22cumberland%20paper%22%20%22lane%20cove%20river%22&searchLimits=l-state=New+South+Wales|||l-decade=191|||l-year=1913

Source: Daily Telegph October 1913 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/

Below isa depiction of the factory in operationlookingupstrean to the dam& the Stringybark€analln busy use.

Source: Daily Telegph October 1913 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/



https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/238893780?searchTerm=%22cumberland%20paper%20mills%22
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/238906039?searchTerm=%22cumberland%20paper%20board%22%20%22australian%20paper%22

