Local History Research: Weirs, Locks and Dams

LCRK paddlers would be well familiar with the weir just upstream from Fullers Riiidgeetty much sets the
upstream limit of our paddling (unless you want to drag your boat over the top)paadiows with enthusiasm

after periods of heavy rain. The weir was completed in 1©88inciding with the opening of the Lane Cove National
Park in the area upstream of Fullers Bridghith wascompleted 1918).

. dzii & 6 S e touldvEBhaddbiid Dusselves with a Lock (ie a propéurray Rivel.ock) at
Fishermans Point just upstream of our current 12km turn. Now that would have made for some ingeféste
Trial course records! And/or a permanent portage as part of the course!

Perhaps predictably,dih the currentweir ard the Lane Cove National Pankere the result of much discussion,
lobbyingandprevarication from the midn pH 1 Qa ® a 2 NE AwastHatNEIrg, fodky ahd darfeRadz3 K
variety of location®n the Lane Cove River were all on the agenda from the late 188 @

For context
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Down Works from ~1870)

- Fairyland Pleasure Grounds was a hive of activity from ~1900

- Cumberland Paper Mills (up Stringybarkeékradjacent to the 6km turn) opened in 1913

- AndwA 0K OF GOKYSyd | NBIF f 233Ky JthelriveRhadb8ed Gpicdy Isivng vpli T N.
and sections of ihad becomeonly navigable at high tidaround these times

- Dredging of the river cammuchlater ¢ most notably inK S mdc n Qa

Thee seem to be three primary motivations ttamming theLane Cove Rivewnater supply, navigation and
recreation A summary of dtes and descriptions of various proposals are shown bedod someof these are
explored in more depth in the following pages.
1. Purpo®: Damming/retaning freshwater flowsfrom upriver for irrigation and water supply purposes.
- 1870. A damabove the tidal influencé A S | 62 @S OdzNNBy G 201 GA2Yy 2F 5
supplyc 2 NJ Wi 2 gckehtingsevenyiriles dammedchannel
- 1902. Aweir at head of the navigable portion of the river (ie current location of De Burghs Bq@§4#)
high for irrigation.
- 1903. A weir at end of Balaclava Rd North Ryde (opposite Gloucester Ave West Pymble) for irrigation. 30f
high with argument for 80ftmore dam than weir)

2. PurposeTrafficable locks as amidto shipping navigationboth commercial and recreational)
- 1899. A lock at end of Mars Road (ie just downstream of our 6km turn). In conjunction with a
bridge/causeway for @aromisedtramway tothe new Field of Marsubdivision.
- mpnnd ! 201 06S06SSYy /dzyyAy3aAKFYa wSkOK 6WCA&aKSN.
deep and 70ft long.

3. PurposeBS | dz A FAOIF GA2Y YR NBONBIGA2YY 2K YR {SSLRAY.
- MpHN® ! RFEYK@GSANI I WCIlwhnudfdl tegfetionreserigsstteant 2 NJ ONXB |
- 1936. A weir upstream of Fullers Bridge (ie current location) as part of thiy femmnedLane Cove

National Park. Botbf whichsubsequently opened in 1938.

The map overleaf (4B aerial from Six Mapscopyright) shows the section of the river from the LCRK Pontoon
down to the 12km TT turrOverlaid are three of the proposéddck/weir sites which would havenpactedon our
current day Time Trial§Vhilst the aerial photo is some decazgllater than the original discussioqg gives some
representation of the geography at the time

The discussion then proceeds with a chronological report on the various propoXitions






1870c{ 8 Ry § &
SMH 15 Sep 1870
Sourcehttps://trove.nla.gov.au/13218733

Whilst only a letter to the editgrthis lengthy letter
(extract only)proposes a solution to Sydn@ywater
supply. Either for a smaller a dam above the head wate
of Lane Cove River (ie around De Burghs bjidor a
much larger dam (logically at either Fullers or around
Fairyland). As an alternative 8 dneywater supply from
Upper Nepean or Georges Rivieidemonstrates early
thinking on the subject.
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1900¢ a Lock at Cunninghams Reach

WATER SUPPLY,

IO THE EDITOR OF THR MERALD,
SiR,—Will vou kindly permit me 1o submit to (e pu'lic a
scheme fon ihe supply of wake to Sydney, which, on
account of the comparatively soall ospemse ot which it
way be canaiod out, deserves onsideration,

W nhjn three nn!w of Sydun v is the mouth of the Lame
Cove Riger, a tidal inlet upwards of soven milow long, and
having X large extent of catohewalor basin, country
similar to that of the Lachlay and Lotany swari)s, so that
the water is equal in purity to that which is obtained from
those places, { damuming 'his watercourse above the tidal
influence a supply much ¢reater than that from Botany
might be gecured, and that supply be many times multi-
rlwd by damuing lower down, o- not only would the river

tself receive and hold oore water as in ‘an artifl sl lake
but several affluents be enclosed which would catch aw
retain great quantities of water,

(Fishermans)

Thisideais perhaps the most
interesting, andvascertainly the
most developed; with plans
drawn, politiciansserenaded
promises madandkey
stakeholdersapparently on
board.

The proposal was for a
substantial Lock just a little
upstream of our 12km turn point.
Indications are the lock height
would have retained up river
aSotAzy ia |
levelc ie not a massive lake.

YL

This would be consistent with
preserving the upstream
operations of both the Flour Mill
at Duck Corner, and Fairyland
Pleasure Groundsboth of
which active (andhfluential) at
the time.

Alternate sources suggest a .
resultant 6ft rise at the Flour Mill %
however it issurmisedthis was
probably a reference t&8Bft
above low tid€ys'8ft above high
tideQ

The lock was described as being
20ft wide, 20ft deep and 70ft
long ¢ capable of dealing with
good sized steamers and ships
6FryR S@Sy | 0O2d

The original article from The
Australian Star is reproduced
overled.
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https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/13218733?searchTerm=dam%20%22lane%20cove%20river%22

The Australian Star (Sydney, NSW : 1887 - 1909) / Thu 12 Jul 1900
Sourcehttps://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/230640661

SUGGESTED WEIR ON THE LANE COVE RIVER.

GENERAL SIDE VIEW OF WEI.

Of the many beautiful scenes surrounding | room; the lnck also obviourly provide: a
| guard against sharks being sdinitty d inte the

Sydney a trip up the Lane Cove River I8 one
of the best known. The steam ferry service
extends as far as FIg Tree Bridge, but above
this the river Js a series of shoals cut by a
more or less intricate channel,

The river extends upwards sonme nine miles
beyond the Fig Tree Bridge, and to those who
are sufficlently energetic to row to the nead
many charming scenes are revealed, The
Lanks are here and there occupicd by  or-
chards, and there Is ample room for plenty
mere were the tacilities of access more pos-
#ihle, A row boat trip is usually taken at
high tide when the waters cover the shoals
und the verdurc hes right on the water's
cdge; at low tide the river {8 almost unnavlig-
able. Therefore a proposal to construct
welr on the Lane Cove River, and 8o render it
navigable the whole distance at all Limes,
must be admlitted by all to be a highly desir-
able one, The onl]y question is, will the bene-
fits derived by the State compensate for the
expenditure? This, it is contended, can be
answered in the affirmative, and without
much ditficulty It can be proved that the re-
sults will compensate highly indeed for the
maney propoescd to be expended thereon.

Al the present time the rviver is only navi-
Rable by rcgular vaesenger steamers as far
as the Lane Cove River Bridge, a distance
from the mouth of about three miles, The
remaindcr of the river, a distance of nine
miles, {8 only navigable by small row-hoats
at high tide. The surength of current during
flood and ebb is su great as almost to pre-
vent rowing bouts from attempting to pro-
ceed against the tide. The result is that only

thoge who can spare the time when the tides

Jocked part of the river,

The estimated cost 8 £7600, A depth of
water at high tide level would be thus main-
tained at all times, and would ensure a pas-
sage of the river for boats with safety day
und night.

With a little further expenditur: the whole
length could be made navigable by purssenger
steamers, and tens of thousands would have

SECTIONAL VIEW OF WORIK,

an opportunity of visiting the most beautiful
part of Sydney Harbour at a very reasonable
cost, say 1s rveturn (rom Sydney. s
This sheltered part of the harbour is by
Nature designef for boating and bathing par-
ties. With perfect contidence the hoating
public could embark In boats containing nun-
berg of pecple, and the thocking loss of iile
that occurs every year would be entirely
avoided as far as this river Is concerned,
The shark horror would be a thing of  the
past, and one of the fincst bathing places in

New Fouth Wales would be avallable to the
public freo,
Besldes providing just the thing that s

urgently wanted for the public large arcas



https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/230640661
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are favourabie are able to avail themaelves
of the trip, thus limiting the pleasures of
thousands of beating parties who would glad-
ly take advantage of the charming scencry
and safe enjoyments that a jaunt on the Lane
Cove provides,

By locking the river at the point just above
the well-known iron bridge at Flg Tree, the
passage of steamers and shipa wlll be extend-
ed further than hitherto, and a large area
opened up for public use and enjoyment., At
the point indicated in our llustration nature
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has provided the narrowest part most suit-
able for upproaches, and well endowed with
pullding materials, Cons2quently the sclec-
tlo:\ of this place was made for the lock and
weir,

The plans drawn by Mr. Herbert E, Ross,
C.E., give the total length of welr at 3301t
and of breadth sufficient to withstand all the
elements that are likely to be brought against
it, and constructed on standard prineiples,
Provision is made for & lock 20ft, wide, 70ft,
fong, and 20ft. deep of concrete of the jnost
recent (egign, thus any steamer that 15 hkKe-
ly to pass through for years wiil have ‘unple
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LOGKING DOWN ON THE WEIR.

of Government land would be provided with
nine miles of water frountuge; Indecd, the in-
crease in value of the Fleld of Mars alone
would pay for the cost ol the wurk many
times over,

The value of property In the surrounding
dirtricts of Hunter's Hill, Ryde, Marstield,
Hornsby, Pymible, Willoughby and Liane Cove
would ke greatly enbanced.

The thne of journey from Sydney wharf G
Lock would be under 30 minutes, and doubt-
less hollday excursion boats would land pas-
sengere in 20 minutes, The fare now Iy 6d re-
turn, und it is only reasonable Lo suppose that
in a few months after completion of the work
the fares would be reduced to 4d return,

The proposal would embody an admirable |
fishing reserve for fish culture under the mos:
favourable conditbons, and water and fish |
weuld be placed entirely under the control of
the Department of Pisherles,
Ve LJUPATUHTHL Ul avirssaite.

On public grounds alone it should commend
ftgelf to Parliament, and If our legislators nre
not prepared to risk the publle moneys in the
venture they should at least allow private
enterprige 1o come In and do some good for
the people,

Failing the Government undertaking this
werk, we understand that In order to ghow
that It is payable private money is avaliable
to carry out the proposal. The only conces-
slon asked In return is the sgole right to ply
for hire on the upper river, and Government
to have power to resume at any time at cost

. catl dsvisnsnisnnnmnm

price,




For added contexd;“here is an extract of the 1885 Field of Mars subdivigiomerlaid with position of the lock and
[/ wYQ&a SERA (Thp/elt ofuhe faYis thedaidingl) Sugarloaf (before dredging/reclamation activity).

Sourcehttps://nla.gov.au/nla.obj230182707
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Sourcehttps://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/aitle/85818386

The article at rightporovides further elaboration on the
motives for the Lockwith the river only navigable the
full nine miles (ie to De Burghs Bridge) at high tjde
and only for light rowing boats!
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an instruction for preparatory works to commence on

this Lockg although not muctinformationon what

happened from there..


https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-230182707/view?searchTerm=%22field+of+mars%22#search/%22field%20of%20mars%22
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/85818386?searchTerm=weir%20%22lane%20cove%20river%22

